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Foreword 

 

Message from the Principal 
 

St.  Paul’s College is dedicated to providing the 
best    possible    educational    outcomes    for    its 
students.   In order to do so, we are constantly 
revising and updating our curriculum offerings in 
order to suit the needs of our future graduates. 
The   College   has   long   been   considering   the 
possibility of offering alternative curricula to meet 
the specific requirements of our students. 

 

After      considerable      review,      analysis      and 
examination, we are prepared to implement a new 
curriculum, which commenced in Form 4 in the    
2017-2018    school    year. The GCE/IAL curriculum 
will be offered to the present Form 3 students 
from next year, culminating in a GCE qualification 
for students who graduate in 2023. Many of our 
students, we recognize, have greater facility in 
maths and science-oriented subjects, and wish to 
pursue these in great depth. Similarly we  
recognize  that  some  students  prefer  not  to 
undertake  a  curriculum  which  concentrates  on 
language acquisition skills in preference to a more 
scientific orientation. 

While SPC is, and will remain, an overwhelmingly 
DSE   school, we   are   also   pleased to offer an 
opportunity     for     our     students     to     explore 
alternative pathways.    As  parents  and  students 
are now considering their senior study direction, 
we  would  like  to  present  the  opportunity  of 
studying the GCE/IAL curriculum as an alternative 
pathway for their senior education. 
 

By broadening our outlook, we are in position to 
serve  each  of  our  students  according  to  their 
particular  needs  and  academic  orientation.   We 
look  forward  to  remaining  strong  partners  with 
our students, parents, alumni and community in 
helping  them  to  choose  their  pathways  for  a 
brighter future!
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Background 
 

St. Paul’s College is an Anglican school established in 1851.  We are endowed 

with an English teaching tradition within the local curriculum.   In 2002, we 

changed the subsidy mode to the Direct Subsidy Scheme, in order to benefit 

from  the  autonomy  provided  in  manpower  and  resource  allocation  and 

student admission.  With the advent of the GCE curriculum, our students are 

free to pursue GCE and International A Level exams in parallel with the DSE 

exams.   To acknowledge the needs of our students, we recognize that GCE and 

International A Level education gives St. Paul’s College a viable alternative to 

the DSE curriculum, which may allow a more suitable pathway for some of our 

students. 
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Benefit of the UK Curriculum 
 

Many SPC students have studied the GCE/IAL curriculum, as well as their DSE 

(or,  indeed,  A  Levels  and  CE  exams)  going  back  many  years. For some 

students, their preference is to study fewer subjects in depth rather than a 

broad suite of subjects. It has been the request of many parents, who would 

prefer  their  son/ward  to  study  the  GCE/IAL  curriculum  while  remaining  in 

Hong Kong, for the College to consider offering the UK based curriculum. 

 

Many  of  our parents feel that the  alternative curriculum  would better  suit 

their  son/ward’s  needs,  and  provide  a  clearer  pathway  for  tertiary  study, 

whether  here  in  Hong  Kong,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  European  Union, 

Canada, or Australia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognition by Local Universities 
 

All Hong Kong UGC universities recognize the GCE and IAL qualification.  Hong 

Kong students can be assessed as a non-JUPAS candidate.  Each university has 

a  separate  mechanism  for  evaluating  students,  just  as  they  do  for  DSE 

candidates.  In addition, many Hong Kong universities have an early-admission 

scheme based on prior exam results or predicted grades, as is the case in the 

United Kingdom. 
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Recognition by UK Universities 
 

The GCE is a recognised qualification by all universities in the United Kingdom 

and the European Union, and widely accepted in Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand, as well as many Asian countries. 

 

Tentative Number of Intake 
 

SPC will remain a DSE-oriented provider.  However,  one  of  the  classes,  of 

approximately  30  students,  will  undertake  the  GCE  curriculum.  Once a 

student   has   declared   his   preference,   then   he   has   committed   to   that 

curriculum.  Families should consider this decision carefully before expressing 

their preference. 
 

School Fees 
The school fees for the GCE course will be roughly in line with the DSE course. 

 

There will be ancillary fees for external GCE and IAL examinations.  Textbooks, 

workbook  and  supplementary  materials  would,  again,  be  similar  to  DSE 

courses but given that GCE students would be taking fewer courses, the actual 

cost may be less. 
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Teaching Staff 

We will have some of our teaching staff designated to teach the GCE and 

IAL Level and some teaching both the UK and DSE curriculum. New 

teachers will also be recruited on a needs basis.   The teachers who will 

be teaching the courses will be experienced SPC teachers with a 

background in the courses that they are teaching.   The majority of the 

curriculum is geared towards maths and sciences students, and teachers 

have analysed the curriculum to ensure that our students will be able to 

pursue their future interests in the subjects offered. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GCE A Level Courses On Offer 

 

Chinese, Maths, Further Maths, Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology 
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 Q & A 
 

What is A level? 
 

A-level is a secondary school leaving qualification offered by educational 

bodies such as Edexcel.  Students can apply to universities worldwide with 

A-level qualifications. Students in the UK study GCE A level. Students in 

Hong Kong can study International A-levels or GCE A-levels, which are 

equivalent. 

 

Who can study A-level? 
 

Anyone can gain A-level qualifications through self-study. Students do not 

have to be enrolled in a school and can take A-level examinations as a 

private   candidate   (with   Hong   Kong   Examinations   and   Assessment 

Authority (HKEAA)) or with a full academic centre, such as ITS Tutorial 

School (Edexcel Centre Number 92885), in Hong Kong. 

 

What is the difference between GCE A-level and International A- 

level? 

Students in the UK mainly study GCE A-level.  International A-level is 

designed for international students, and is more flexible.  For example, 

there are two exam sessions in a year and laboratory assessment can be 

conducted in a written format. Both qualifications are widely recognized 

by universities in Hong Kong including HKU, CUHK and HKUST and by 

universities in the UK, including, the University of Cambridge, Imperial 

College, London School of Economics, etc. 

15 
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How many subjects would a typical student study for A-level? Most 

universities require three A-level subjects. There are university courses  

that  might  require  more  than  three  A-level  subjects  and  we suggest 

students to check with respective universities. A-level English is not a 

compulsory subject for university entrance. Students in Hong Kong 

would typically need to take an additional English proficiency test such 

as IELTS or hold an English IGCSE. 

 

Why would a student study more than three A-level subjects? 
 

For students using A-level qualifications to apply, Universities in the UK 

or in HK will give conditional offers to students based on the final grades 

achieved.  For example, a university could give a conditional offer of 

AAA for any three A-level subjects. Students who do more than three A- 

levels have an insurance option if three A-levels out of four reach the 

grade of AAA. 

 

Which A-level subjects should I choose? 
 

Students should choose A-level subjects based on the subjects they hope 

to   study   in   university.   For   students   applying   to   an   engineering 

programme, we recommend students take physics, maths and  further 

maths. For students applying to a medicine programme, we recommend 

students take chemistry, biology and maths. For students applying to an 

economics programme,  we  recommend  students  take  maths  A-level. 

Check with  the  respective  universities  about  their  specific  entrance 

requirements.
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What is the timeline to apply to Hong Kong universities with A-level 

qualifications? 

With A-level qualifications, students apply to universities in Hong Kong via 

NON-JUPAS. There are two rounds of admission into universities in Hong 

Kong, the early round and the main round. Different universities may have 

different deadlines. The deadlines of the early round are typically around 

November. The deadlines of the main round are late December and early 

January.   After   submitting   the   application,   universities   may   arrange 

interviews in December for early round applicants and in the first half of the   

year   for   main   round   candidates.   Universities   will   give   offers   to 

candidates or reject the application after the interview. Offers are typically 

conditional  if  students  have  not  yet  finished  exams  or  unconditional  if 

students have already received the exam results. 

 

What   is   the   timeline   to   apply   to   UK   universities   with   A-level 

qualifications? 

Students apply to UK universities via UCAS.  UCAS  is  a  joint  university 

admission  mechanism  like  JUPAS  in  Hong  Kong,  but  they  are  quite 

different  in  many  ways.  The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  October  the  year 

before  if  students  would  like  to  apply  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  the 

University   of   Cambridge,   or   to   competitive   programmes,   such   as 

medicine, etc. For candidates in the UK, the deadline is the 15th of January 

of the year of entrance.  For international candidates, there is a later 

deadline, but we strongly recommend students to submit their application 

by   the   15th   of   January   as   universities   start   giving   offers   to   other 

applicants by then. A UCAS application includes five course choices (either 

Oxford or Cambridge), a 4000 character personal statement (around 650 

words), references and predicted grades.  Students  might  need  to  take 

additional  written  tests  such  as  TSA,  PAT,  UKCAT,  BMAT,  LNAT,  MAT, 

STEP, etc., depending on the course. 
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Students   applying   to   Oxford   or   Cambridge   may   be   invited   for 

interviews in December. Offers are typically conditional based on final A-

level grades and are given in January. When students have received all 

the replies from the five universities, they choose one offer as the first 

choice and another one as the insurance choice. The conditional offer of 

the first choice should be higher than the insurance choice, so if A-level 

results do not meet the first choice, there is still a chance to get into the 

insurance choice. If grades do not meet the insurance offer, students can 

go through the clearing process.  Every  year  there  is  a clearing  fair  

hosted  by  the  British  Council  in  August  in  Hong  Kong where   

Universities   from   the   UK   will   interview   students   for   the September 

intake. 
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          2018-2019 GCE IAL Results 
                                
                                   
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                   

 

                                  

                                  

                                  Global Mark Comparison 

                                  The following is a comparison of SPC GCE IAS percentage marks with all       

                                  global IAS students. This is the first year of their GCE IAL qualification which   

                                  is used for university entrance conditional offers, and half of their overall   

                                  mark in the GCE.  

 

                                  This does NOT include UK students. It only includes students at                   

                                  international and local schools (e.g. SPCS, DGS, YMCA Tung Chung, Harrow,  

                                  British International School) who do the GCE curriculum outside of the UK. 

                                  The first is the SPC percentage of students who attained that grade.  The   

                                  global percentage in brackets/parentheses. 
 
                                          Subject                A                             B (or above)        C (or above)        D (or above)         
               

,  

 

 

 

 

 

Core  
Maths 

94.4 (35.8) 
SPC (Global) 

100 (52.4) 100 (65.7) 100 (76.1) 

Further 
Maths 

100 (64.8) 100 (79.0) 100 (87.5) 100 (92.0) 

Physics 
 

61.1 (20.6) 77.8 (34.9) 83.3 (49.1) 100 (62.0) 

Chemistry 
 

88.9 (26.2) 100 (41.9) 100 (59.4) 100 (70.8) 

Biology 57.1 (22.3) 85.7 (37.1) 100 (50.7) 100 (62.7) 

Highlights:  
 All students (13) who sat for the Further Maths gained ‘A” Grade (‘A’ is 

the highest Grade available in each of these courses) 

 All but one student (17) gained ‘A’ Grade in Core Maths 

 All but two students (16) gained ‘A’ Grade in Chemistry 

 About 2/3 of the students gained ‘A’ Grade in Physics- 3X the Global 

Average 

 More than half of the students gained Grade ‘A’ in Biology 

 In their best four marks (the benchmark for university admissions into 

professional courses) 2/3 of SPC students gained 4 ’A’ grades out of 4 

subjects 

 One student gained 5 ‘A’ grades 

 These results reflect the work level and dedication of the students, 

supported by teachers, family and the College 

 Our common goal is for all of these students to gain admission to one of 

the top 100 universities in the world by QS and Times Ed ranking. 
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Who Should Do SPC GCE IAL? 
 
 Based on IAS (the first half of the GCE IAL exams) results in 2018-

2019, they do not have to be the top students in Form 3. 

 Last year’s Form 5 cohort gained 61 ‘A’s out of 72 Grades (based on 

best 4 subjects) 

 None of these students were in the top 35 students in F3 (i.e. the top 

20%) 

 None of these students were in the bottom 28 students (i.e. the 

bottom 15%) 

 All students are welcome to apply.  The ability to enjoy Maths and 

Sciences and the willingness to work hard are the key components 

for admission 

 While some of our GCE IAL students are fine language students, 

many preferred that their university admission be focused on their 

skills in Maths and Sciences rather than on their ability in language 

based subjects 

 Of the 7 students who were ranked below 100 in F3 rankings, 6 of 

them gained at least 3 IAS ‘A’ Grades. They were all diligent students 

with strong Maths and Sciences skills. 
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Application Procedures 
(SPC GCE IAL Programme) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPC GCE IAL Admissions 
Process 

 

Date 

 
Notice to Parents 

 
September 2019 

 

 
F.3 Parents Information Evening 

 
Thursday, 3rd October/ 

Friday 8th November, 2019 
 

 
Parents’ Day 2019 Information 
and Discussion about GCE IAL 
course with Careers Club and 

current GCE IAL class 
 

 
 

Saturday 8th February, 2020 

 
Final Date for Application to 

GCE IAL Class 
 

 
Thursday 2nd April, 2020 

 
Decision for Application to GCE 

IAL Class 
Accepted, Rejected or Waitlist 

Notification to Parents 
 

 
 

Wednesday 29th April, 2020 

 
Parents’ Meeting for GCE IAL 

Class 2020-2023 
 

 
26th June, 2020 
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